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Yellow Floating Heart
Nymphoides peltata (Gmel.) Britt. & Rendle.

Gentian Family
Vermont Class B Noxious Weed

Description:  Yellow floating heart is an
aquatic plant with heart-shaped leaves and
bright yellow flowers. The leaves rest on the
water surface and can form a solid
impenetrable mat.

Habitat:  This plant is most commonly found
in shallow quiet bays of lakes, ponds, and rivers.

Threats:  Yellow floating heart can form
dense colonies, creating extensive shaded areas
that suppress the growth of native aquatic
plants beneath the mat. Recreational activities
such as boating and swimming may also be
impeded.

Distribution: Yellow floating heart is
native to Europe. Because of its attractive
flower, it has been grown as a cultivated
ornamental plant in water gardens in the U.S.
since the late 1800s. It is now established in
close to 20 states, appearing as far south and
west as Louisiana and Washington. It was first
discovered in Vermont in the 1950s and occurs
in limited areas of the southern part of Lake
Champlain.

Control:  Little information is available on the
control of yellow floating heart. Based on the
plant's characteristics, mechanical and hand
removal would most likely be effective. It is not
known whether biological or chemical controls
are effective on yellow floating heart.
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For more information about Vermont’s invasive exotic plant species or if you would like
to know how you can help, please contact:

The Nature Conservancy of Vermont, 27 State Street, Montpelier, VT  05602
Tel: 802-229-4425

Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation, 103 S. Main St., Bldg. 10 North,
Waterbury,VT 05671-0408 Tel. 802-241-3777

Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife, 103 S. Main St., Bldg. 10 South, Waterbury, VT
05671-0501 Tel. 802-241-3715

Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation, 103 S. Main St., Bldg. 10 South,

Waterbury, VT 05671-0601  Tel. 802-241-3678

Yellow Floating Heart
Gentian Family (Gentianaceae)

References:
Countryman, W.D. 1978.  Nuisance Aquatic Plants in Lake Champlain.  Lake Champlain Basin Study.
Gleason, Henry A.  and A. Cronquist.  1963.  Manual of Vascular Plants of Northeastern United States

and Adjacent Canada.  D. Van Nostrand Company.


