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Why should you be Wise On Weeds?Why should you be Wise On Weeds?Why should you be Wise On Weeds?Why should you be Wise On Weeds?    

Most of today’s worst invasive terrestrial plant species arrived as 
ornamental additions to gardens and landscapes. A key factor in 
keeping invasive plants out of our natural areas is to place non-
invasive plants into our landscaping.  By being Wise On Weeds, 
you will ensure that what you display will stay in your garden.    

Bush honeysuckles are a small 
segment of the 85% of woody  

invasive plants known to invade 
natural areas that were primarily 
introduced for ornamental and 

landscape purposes. 

— American Nurseryman, 1996 
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Garlic mustard prevents   
native wildflowers, like 

white trillium, hepatica and 
Jack-in-the-pulpit  from 
growing  on Vermont’s    

forest floors. 

As purple loosestrife decomposes  it  
releases tannic acids which are toxic in 
high concentrations to American toad 

tadpoles. — Functional Ecology, 2005 

Invasive plants are those that are introduced to a new area by      
humans, where, free from natural competitors, they will proliferate 
and degrade the native environment.  Invasive plants cause       
widespread harm by out-competing native plants, increasing      
erosion along stream banks, and providing less-nutritious food and 
insufficient cover for wildlife.    
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Find more information on WOW! Gardening at                       

nature.org/vermont 
VERMONT CHAPTER 

27 State Street, Suite 4 
Montpelier, VT 05602 

Phone: (802) 229 –4425 
Fax: (802) 229 –1347 

 



PLANT THESE ALTERNATIVES TO INVASIVE SPECIES.PLANT THESE ALTERNATIVES TO INVASIVE SPECIES.PLANT THESE ALTERNATIVES TO INVASIVE SPECIES.PLANT THESE ALTERNATIVES TO INVASIVE SPECIES.    

other invasive plants: 
vtinvasiveplants.org 

Learn  how to:Learn  how to:Learn  how to:Learn  how to:    

 invasive species: 
tncweeds.ucdavis.edu 

alternatives: 
uvm.edu/mastergardener 
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Create a WOW! Garden.Create a WOW! Garden.Create a WOW! Garden.Create a WOW! Garden.    
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